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John F. Kennedy's limmerick was 
correct, but in a different context than 
that in which he wished it to be ap- 
plied: Like the “Lady from Niger/ 
those (like Frei) “who ride the CIA 
tiger/ END UP INSIDE!” 

CHARLES BRIODY 
Secretary, Bay Area Ecumenical 
Committee of Concern for Chile 


@®eeeeees 80 
Michael Nowak (Cont.) 


judicial and political infrastructures, the 
full development of individuals, intel- 
lectual liberty, a state compassionate 
toward and responsible to its citizens. 
There is a kind of “mystical body” of 
those cultures that aspire to similar 
ideals. Not all cultures do. Were Israel 
to die, a part of us would die. 

But there is more to the question 


than that. Were we to turn our backs 
on Israel, whether openly or in self-de- 
ception, the United States (and the 
West) would have demonstrated its 
moral emptiness. Western civilization 
would in us have proved itself hollow. 
To fail Israel would be to betray every- 
thing we value—and ourselves. 

In trying to force on Israel compro- 
mises and concessions—‘only for her 
own good, in the name of justice, and 
with her own long-range survival in 
view"—we are in grave danger of self- 
deception. Possibly, as some insist, we 
serve our ideals thereby. Possibly, we 
serve the gleam of oil dollars. 

Our self-interest in Israel is pre- 
eminently moral. A betrayal of Israel 
would be worse than Munich, 1938. It 
would leave life in the United States 
without moral savor. 

Israel has a long and dangerous road 
to walk with its Arab neighbors. Deli- 


cate concessions and slippery arrange- 
ments must be negotiated. A hundred 
years from now the entire Middle East 
may have blossomed and become again, 
as in the past, the leading ornament of 
world civilization: wealthy, beautiful, 
characterized by free, just, and intellec- 
tually vigorous institutions. In such a 
vision both Israel and the Arab-Moslem 
nations have proportionate roles to play. 
Let us hope that the nearest—and per- 
haps most dangerous—steps along the 
road are taken wisely, justly and 
bravely. 
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